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Hey!      November 2011

Well, these November Follies are not just late 
because I am lazy... it has been an extremely 
interesting month around here - in a good way, 
I guess!  

Many of you know I have had car troubles and 
simply did not need to buy a new - or even a 
new USED - car right now. I was told by the 
mechanic I have used for years that my trans-
mission was bad and that I would need to pay 
$3,100 for a refurbished transmission or $4,500 
for a new one.  Also, I was told that it all had to 
be paid in one lump sum because they “sub” 
it out to a transmission place. Well, I did some 
checking with friends and one of my dear 
friends has a fleet of trucks and a mechanic who 
works on them for him. My friend told me to 



bring my car by to him and he 
would have a brand new trans-
mission installed for $1,700. 
HELLLO!  I offered to pay $2,000 
since that is what I had saved 
and I also wanted to cover the 
labor costs. He agreed. 

OK - so...



I went home and start-
ed doing some work on 
the computer and the 
screen went BLANK!  
OUCH!!  

I took it to the shop 
and it turned out to be 
the logic board and the 
power source. In other 
words... time for a new 
computer.  I was devastated! Just very discouraged 
with Christmas approaching!

Now the good news... The next day, my friend called 
and it turned out it was not my transmission at all!  It 
was simply the computer in the car!  At some point 



the battery must have died and it wiped the 
computer clean.  They simply re programed 
the computer, installed a couple of sensors, re-
placed my brake shoes,  and the bill was less 
than $500. Haha!  I had been saving for a year!

That left me EXACTLY enough to order my new 
iMac and have the technician recover all of my 
data off my old computer and place it onto my 
new one. All I had to do was take her home and 
plug her in!!!! Man, I am telling you!  I am one 



HAPPY camper!!  I had no Earthly 
idea how I would be able to fix my 
car AND my computer. In one fell 
swoop! Poof!  Both were fixed/new!
Isn’t it awesome when things like 
that happen!

In addition to all of that, it was 
simply a lovely fall and Thanks-
giving.  Family, friends, food, and 
good fortune were celebrated! The 
only thing I forgot to do was take 
photos!  Haha!  But that is OK. 
Thanksgiving Day was just a fun, 
busy, family time. Hope yours was, 
too!

One of my favorite things to do in 
the fall is to take Kai to the “Pump-
kin Patch!”  When I look back at 
photos from last fall, I am stunned 
at his growth!  It makes me giggle 
to think about next fall and what 
he will be like.  

We went this year at the peak, 
when the mums were just begin-



ning to bloom... Ahh, the 
smells, the colors, the cool 
air, the picking out of his fa-
vorite pumpkin, the petting 
zoo, the hay rides, the photo 
ops... All of it was just the 
sweetest time.  

I have included two pages 
of photos from the pump-
kin patch this year . Funny, 
though, I knew he was not 
his “jolly” self that day, but 
it was not until I got home 
and looked at the photos that 
I realized he was not smiling 
in any of the photos.  Not his 
“Kai Smile.” Little did we 
know, he was coming down 
with a bug and was sick for 
several days after.  Looking 
back on it now, I can see that.  
He just was not himself, even 
though he enjoyed it. 

Well, I am getting sooo, ex-
cited! With my car fixed, now, 
I am planning a trip to Mis-
sissippi to visit my sister! 
(And other family). I have 
not been home in over a year, 
so this will be a very sweet 
visit.  Long drive, though... 14 
hours. The truth is, though, I 
love a good road trip.  I have 
grown to loath flying. It is so 
demeaning now, and scarey!  
I have such fond memories 
of dressing in your “best” 
to take a trip and everything 



being so totally romantic - like in the TV show Pan Am. Seriously!  It used 
to be such a pleasant experience... Not any more.  It really makes me stress 
to have to fly now - perhaps some of that is the hearing loss - I cannot hear 
the announcements and the attendants at the gates, etc., so it is even more 
stressful for me.  But is it much more than that.  They make you feel just like 
cattle now (and the “feed” isn’t much better... Ha!).  I like to travel by train, 
but that is very expensive and time consuming, as well.  Just give me a car, 
my suitcase, a cooler, and off I go.  My only regret is that I will not be able to 
take my Ollie with me.  He is my best friend in the world, and even though 
I know it sounds silly, I will miss him TERRIBLY while I am gone. Jeremy 
will be staying here, so I know he and the bird, BoBo, will be fine, but I will 
MISS them... my little furry and feathered friends! Ha! 

OK, All!  I hope you have a fabulous Christmas, and I will see you next 
month!  Love to you all!





To all of you on my Friday Follies List, whether you 
are in Manila, Singapore, Kuwait, Bermuda, Virginia 
Beach, Mississippi, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Min-
nesota, Indiana, Colorado, Lake Tahoe, Philadelphia, 
Key West, New Jersey, North Carolina, Indonesia, 
Louisiana, Washington D.C., Iraq, Costa Rica, Poland, 
Maryland, West (By-God) Virginia, Nashville, Florida, 
Saudi Arabia, New Hampshire, Tampa, Chattanooga, 
France, Phoenix, New York, Oregon, Russia, Maine, 
Australia, Bangkok, or Yuma, have a wonderful, won-
derful week!

God bless.
Remember, life is short!
We need to make it a good one.
Grow in peace and wisdom.
Your Friday Friend,

Judi Greenhaw Godsey


