


Hey! April 4, 2008

Well, it was without a doubt one of the nicest parties I have ever
hosted. I mean from start to finish - it was really nice. And it

was so much fun to have Jessica there to help. I had told she and
Ricky to play host and hostess, and I would do most of the scurry-
ing around since I did not think I would know many people. They
pitched right in, and in addition, I ended up knowing tons of folks
there. We ALL had a great time!

There were just over 50 in attendance, and luckily, they all
brought their appetites. There was plenty to eat, drink, talk about,
and tons of presents for KC and Greg to open.

My Jessica came up with the cutest party favors I have ever see!
She went to Pier One and bought these nice sets of shot glasses
(tall ones) and we lined the divider between the kitchen and the
dinning room with them. Then she filled them all with water and
placed fresh, cut flowers in them, just so the head of each flower
touched the rim of the shot glass. It was BEAUTIFUL! And how
appropriate for a “Stock the Bar” party!

Everyone LOVED them!



It was just the perfect evening for a party, too. The rain held
off and it was actually in the 30s, so I had fires going inside
and out.

The only thing that went wrong the entire evening was the
one thing I simply did not have time to finish checking - - the
propane tank for the fire pit ran out about halfway through
the party! Dang! You know what, though, many folks sat out
there and talked anyway with just the twinkling lights and
torches going. The garage was a huge hit, too. It always is.
Oh, and I cannot tell you how many people said they loved

. my turquoise fence. Hahaha! AND they meant it!

The menu (for those of you who do not like cooking - skip
this paragraph) was almost entirely from my garden! We had
Italian meatballs smothered in my garden fresh red and yel-
low pasta sauce, asparagus vinaigrette, a spiral ham with
biscuits accompanied by my banana pepper mustard, Medi-
terranean roasted eggplant and red pepper spread, an incred-
ible broccoli and rice casserole (thank Heavens I made two
HUGE ones) a fig, Gorgonzola, and pecan terrain, hummus
and garlic bagel chips, Jess’s famous pasta salad, and the
usual shrimp cocktail, cheese, fruit, veggie, and relish trays.
There was a desert buffet and a coffee buffet - just tons and
tons of food, fine wine, and top-shelf beer on tap.



No paper or plastic - all my silver, crystal, and china was used.
Even used linen dinner and cocktail napkins. I ended up borrow-
ing a case each of wine and really nice beer glasses from the Jew-
1sh Mother. I think I am going to buy a case of nice beer glasses to
have on hand for parties... It was just NICE for folks to go out to
the keg and have a beautiful, classy beer glass to fill up.

You know what I have discovered? When you do that - put out all
your really nice stuff - make a little extra effort - people actually
appreciate it and they actually behave differently! It just makes
everything kinda special, ya know? I honestly think it makes food
taste better, too!



As usual, I did not have
time to take photos of
the table and all before
it started. There is just
never enough time. But
I did take a few photos
from the landing above
the party while KC and
Greg were opening
gifts. Most had cleared l)
out to the other room ]
and you can kinda ,

see bits and pieces of \ v
the decor. The lights

were low, there was a e
nice fire, nice music, and there were
plenty of fresh cut flowers from my
yard. (That is always so much nicer
than ““store bought” flowers - to me,
anyway.

I will end this week with even more
shots from the party. I think you can
sense that it was a good time.

Remember to pray for our men and
women overseas - that they return
home soon, safe, and successful!






You can go to the link at the publishers:
http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/184625

or can click through from the links page on my website

Thanks to those of you who have already ordered your

copies! Just Judi’s Favorites « Volumes Two through

Ten are on their way!

Volume One * Appetizers
Hardcover with dust jacket $39.95
Softcover $24.95

Judi Goclseg

PS. NOTE OF CAUTION.... 20 employees were fired from The New York Times here in Norfolk for sending lewd and indecent emails. (To my knowledge, none of the 20 were on our joke list - even though some of the attomeys who represent the company were!) I have asked
each and every one of you on this list to tell me if the jokes that accompany these “Follies” place you in jeopardy; or even if they offend you. Please understand that they are intended to be light-hearted and are not mean-spirited in any way: Ifyou are ever offended, do not hesitate to ask
1o be taken off the Friday Follies Joke List. PSS. If you send a joke and I dontt use it, it is because it has been used before, and I try not to repeat. Remember, T have been sending these since August of 1997. One tends to go through huge numbers of jokes that way. Disdaimer: When
anyone asks if T type all of these jokes, the answer is, “No!” I cutand paste one evening during the week (30 minutes, TOPS). Obviously I donit have time tossit, read, and retype jokes all day!



