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Hey!
Well, the weekend was everything and even more than we
expected. JP had a speaking engagement Thursday evening, and
I had been slammed all week, so I had not even packed yet. I ran
home to pack while he went to give his speech. I went to pick him
up at eight as planned, and just as I turned into the parking lot,
he called my cell phone to say it would be at least another thirty
minutes before he spoke. Now, normally, I would have gone on
in, but you understand. I was in sweats, no make up, and my hair
pulled back, ready for a long, late drive.
I was starved, so I went to eat and came back to get him at
nine. At 9:15 he came running out throwing things in the trunk
of the car, grabbed his grubbies, and back inside he ran to change.
We got on the road to Philly at 9:25. Needless to say, it was after
three before our “heads hit the pillows.” We were pooped. Up and
at it early the next morning and off to QVC headquarters. I had
no idea it was such a big deal. I do not mean that in a rude way at
all. I mean, it is like a HUGE tourist attraction with guided tours,
studios, huge office complexes, and
warehouses. I was amazed. It was also
very pretty with everything in bloom.
We had a 9:00 a.m. appointment
and had plenty of time to get there.
We had everything ready and even had
time to stop at the grocery store to buy

flowers for the table and chips and bread for the tasting. What we
didn’t know at the time was that we had gotten three sets of bad
directions, all identical, yet all from three different people. They all
ended their directions with, ”You’ll see the signs. You can’t miss
it!”
Well, we missed it . . . And the signs turned out to be tiny little
road signs, “adopt a highway” size. Bottom line - we got there at ten
minutes after nine. Ten Minutes Late! We called and called the
number information gave us to say we were lost and to ask for good
directions, and guess what? The line was continuously busy! Over
and Over and Over it was busy. I think the operator must have
given us QVC’s order number. (Seriously!) But you want to see one
Unhapy Mr. Happy? Whew! It was pretty “Un”funny.
Once there and directed to the right building, they could
not have been nicer. “Late? No problem! We will accommodate
you!” And they did. Everyone was all smiles. They made us relax
immediately. They directed us into a big studio and helped us
with our things. There were only about 150 products to be seen
in Philadelphia. Some were foods, some were gadgets, some were
jewelry and household items, some were clothing, and some were
furnishings. The most interesting thing I saw while there was a
group of three men who had a company that makes fiber optics
into animated clothing. VERY cool! Not only did their hats and
sweatshirts have fiber-optics lights on them, they MOVED, spelled
things out, and danced like bill boards. It was
really cool!
Waiting patiently for our appointment to do
the product demonstration, I noticed the attractive
set-up of the couple in front of us. Then, when I
looked again, I noticed it was Rowena and Peter
Fullinwider from right here in our own backyard!
What an unbelievable coincidence!

Both “Rowena’s” and “Gus and Judi’s
Sunshine Products” had been selected to
demonstrate their products, and neither
knew the other would be there. Now what
are the odds that our two appointments
would be back to back and with the same
representative? On the very same table!
Even the personnel at QVC could not
believe it!
Rowena’s, Inc. has been operating in the area for over two
decades. She is very well known and has the highest quality products.
Everything she does is very classy. To tell you the truth, we were
honored to be there with them. Gus and Judi’s Sunshine Products
have been manufactured for less than a year! But we do have three
new products set for production in May - Gus and Judi’s Sunshine
Salsa, Sunshine Chili Sauce, and Sunshine Hoagie Spread.
JP and I talked about it after, and we both decided that it was
impossible to tell how we did. I mean, we think we did real well, but
who knows? We certainly had one of the nicest set-ups of anyone
there - besides Rowena, of course. But John, the QVC rep. and food
critic, was very hard to read. We asked others
later how they thought they did and got exactly the
same response. They only pick about 3% total, so
if they saw 150, that means that only 3 to 5 will
be selected. Pretty amazing. If we do get selected,
the plan is to put a “gift package” together with X
number of jars of pasta sauce, salsa, hoagie spread,
and chili sauce, two aprons, and a cook book I am
doing on how to use all of the sauces. (Whew!) When am I going to
finish those?
We were told we will find out mid-May if we have been selected
as a specially featured product for QVC. Here are the websites if you
want to look them up. www.mrhappyusa.com and look up Rowena’s,
too at www.rowenas.com. Wish us luck!

Well, that only takes us to Friday at noon.
Don’t worry, I won’t take you through all of
the details. I just wanted to tell you about that
because it was such a unique experience.
From the studio, we packed up the car and
grabbed a Philly Cheese Steak and headed
south - way south - all the way to Willmington,
North Carolina which is right on the border
of North and South Carolina. We left
Philadelphia at 12:20 and pulled into Willmington for Roman
Gabriel’s Celebrity Golf Tournament around 9:30 that night. Of
course, leaving at 12:20 made us hit Philly, Baltimore, Washington
D.C. and even Richmond, Virginia at their Friday afternoon rush
hours! Ha!
Willmington was a blast! Such nice people. I have only passed
through there a few times, but it is really a beautiful place. I can see
why so many kids from this area go to college there. AND, it was so
much warmer than it is here! I was amazed.
Roman Gabriel is such class act. He always makes us feel like
his very best friends. But he is one of those special people who has
that gentle, kind way about him that makes everyone feel that way.
Billy Ray Barnes of the Philadelphia Eagles; Pete Anthanaelos,
Southern Conference Basketball Ref.; Bill Bergey, ALL-Pro with
the Eagles; Sean Fister (“The “Beast”), two time World Long Drive
Champ; Hoot Gibson,Oakland Raiders/San Diego Chargers ALLPro; Ted Hendricks, NFL Hall of Fame; Paul Housman, ACC/NCAA
Basketball Official; Ken Huff, ALL-Pro for the Colts; Abe Jacobs,
Professional Wrestling Champion; Cheryl Kalinke, Los Angeles Track
Champ; Bruce Laird, ALL-Pro for the Colts; Dan McCauley, ALL-Pro
for the Colts; Keith Williams, Dallas Cowboys; Roland Moss, New
England Patriots; Jim Nemeth, Baltimore Colts; Joe Pizzo, Pittsburgh
Steelers; Milt Plum, Cleveland Browns; David Ray, ALL-Pro for the
Rams; Jeff Severson (The Singing Safety), All-Pro for the Washington
Redskins and the LA Rams; and Benny Snipes, Pittsburgh Steelers.

There were many others who were professional hockey
players, cyclists, coaches, and announcers. Roman always has a
very nice crowd.
But get this . . . Every time Roman invites us to one of his
tournaments, he bills JP as, “Mr. Happy.” No name, just, “Mr.
Happy.” Then he runs around half of the tournament wearing the
“Mr. Happy” name tag. And this time he even made me stand up
and be introduced at the banquet as, “Mrs. Happy.”
We are very lucky to be included, and we are very much
looking forward to the three or four more tournaments this year.
They have all become our very dear friends.

Ted Hendricks
Late night snack in the
kitchen!
Deredk, our
new friend!
What a crazy Crew!
Benny, Pete, Paul, and Keith.

Can you tell that JP
took this picture?

T

o all of you on my Friday Follies List,
whether you are in Manila, Singapore,

G

od bless.
Remember, life is short…we need to make it a good one.
Grow in peace and wisdom.
Your Friday Friend,

Judi Godsey
P.S. NOTE OF CAUTION… 20 employees were fired from The New York Times here in
Norfolk for sending lewd and indecent emails. (To my knowledge, none of the 20 were on our
joke list - even though some of the attorneys who represent the company were!) I have asked each
and every one of you on this list to tell me if the jokes that accompany these “Follies” place you in
jeopardy, or even if they offend you. Please understand that they are intended to be light-hearted
and are not mean-spirited in any way. If you are ever offended, do not hesitate to ask to be taken off
the Friday Follies Joke List. P.S.S. If you send a joke and I don’t use it, it is because it has been used
before, and I try not to repeat. Remember, I have been sending these since August of 1997. One
tends to go through huge numbers of jokes that way. Disclaimer: When anyone asks if I type all of
these jokes, the answer is, “No!” I cut and paste one evening during the week (30 minutes, TOPS).
Obviously I don’t have time to sit, read, and retype jokes all day!

